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which a few good patrols could have speedily mas-
tered, became the headquarters of revolt. The Prince
soon learned to despise a government which was so
weak, so feeble, so undecided. A king who put him-
self under guardianship, who resigned one by one
all the prerogatives of authority, inspired him with
nothing but contempt. The Duke imagined himself
justified in anything. The needy intriguers, who
desired to get what they could out of him, inspired
him with ambitious ideas which he had not known at
first, and these led him to his ruin. Possibly he was
vain enough to imagine that he alone could govern
France, and tried to justify his conduct to himself on
this pretext.

Marie Antoinette did not deceive herself about
him. She knew that the Duke of Orleans was hence-
forth an enemy with whom reconciliation was impos-
sible. But, we repeat, the fault lay with Louis XVI.,
whose duty it was to crush the opposition at the
beginning. Instead of that, the King tried half-way
measures. If he did exile the Prince, the exile was
only a short excursion. He let the Duke organize
resistance while the Notables were sitting. At the
opening of the States-General, he allowed him to
sit among the deputies, for the sake of popularity,
instead of on the platform, which was a proper place
for a prince of the blood. He pe-rmitted the Palais
Royal to become the seat of a second monarchy, a
Parisian monarchy, full of revolutionary feeling, with